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BCRF is Co-Organizer and Participant in First-Ever Collaborative Summit on Breast
Cancer Research: New Partnerships and Collaborative Solutions are Targeted

Groundbreaking Meeting BringsTogeher Cancer Funding Organizations, Advocates,
Gove nment Agencies, and Scientistsfrom Academic Institutions
and the Pharmaceutical Industry

(New York, November 2, 2007 BLeadership and senior staff of twenty-seven breast cancer
funding organizationsand advocacy groupsmet on November 1-2 alongwith experts from
govanment agendes, scientists from academic inditutionsand researchers fromthe
phamaceutical indudry at theunprecedented Collaborative Summit on Breast Cancer Research.
Thisfirst meeting of its kind in theUS took place in Leesburg, VA, outside Washington, DC,

and induded some 100invited participants. Special hog for the event was Paula Zahn, member
of the BCRF LeadersOCounail.

The Collaborative Summit was facilitated by the Avon Founddion and the Founddion for the
Nationd Inditutes of Health, and co-funded by the Avon Founddion and Susan G. Komen for
the Cure, who worked with co-organizersto create an event to bring togehe those whoraise and
award fundswith those who are onthe edgeof new discoveries, with thegod of discussing
possible new collaborationsand coopeation to end the burden of breast cancer. Key topics
addressed by thefundes, advoctes, researchers, regulators, indudry representatives, and sodd
scientists induded the current federal government budge crisisin research fundingand a
definition of new research fundng paradigms to optimize oppotunities and reduce bariers and
waste, all towardsthe god of eradicating breast cancer.

Attendance at the Collaborative Summit was by invitation only, and theevent was closed to the
public and mediato ensure open didlogue Attendessinduded representatives from the co-
organizers: The Breast Cancer Research Founddion, American Assodation for Cancer Research,
American Cancer Sodety, the ASCO Founddion, Avon Founddion, the Founddionfor the
Nationd Ingitutes of Health, theNationd Breast Cancer Codition Fund,the Nationd Cancer
Inditute, Polo Ralph Lauren Foundaion Pink Pony, Susan G. Komen for the Cure, and more.
Other organizationsrepresented induded the Foodand Drug Administration, Eli Lilly, Inc,
AstraZeneca, and academic leaders from Memorid Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, the Dana
Farber Cancer Inditute, JohnsHopkins University, the M.D. Andason Cancer Center, the Salk
Inditute, and the University of California LosAngdes and others.

CCollaboration s at the heart of the mission of the Avon Foundaion and will bekey to
eradicating breast cancer. We have been committed since 1992to advandng access to care and
finding a cure for breast cancer worldwide, and have facilitated collaboration amongthe
hundeds of cancer centers and breast health organizationswe fundto maximize the efforts of all.
Now, with this unprecedented meeting, collaboration is broughtinto thearenaof funde's and



advoaates,Ostated Carol Kurzig, Executive Director, Avon Foundaion Orhereis anew )
diagnoss of breast cancer aboutevery three minutes, and there is still work to bedonetogeher.O

Within the next 25 years, an estimated 10 million women aroundtheworld will die because of
breast cancer. Ot is going to take al of us working togeher united in this fightto discover and
ddiver thecuresfor this dreaded disease. We have to commit to mobilizing people, ensuring
open didogue and maximizing funding if we are to end breast cancer. Cancer asawholekills
some 7 million people aroundthe globeeach year,0Osaid Hala Moddémog, President and CEO
of Susan G. Komen for the Cure. (Bince our inception 25 years ago, Susan G. Komen for the
Cure hasinvested in breast cancer research and community outreach programs, and over the next
decade, we plan to increase our investment to demondrate the seriousess of our commitment.O

The Collaborative Summit opened with an address by the Honarable John Edwards Porter, Vice
Charman of theBoard of the Founddion for the Nationd Ingitutes of Health, followed by
Ambassador Nancy G. Brinker, founde of Susan G. Komen for the Cure, theworld@ largest
grassroots network of survivors and activist committed to ending breast cancer forever.
Ambassador Brinker, spokeon thenaion® Gunding landsapeOas a leader in thenon
govenmental and non-profit sector, saying, O bdieve in this patnership between science and
sodety. It isthe collaboration between so many of us (tha) lies at theheart of our progressin
thisfightE let@ use this summit to start building anew culture, a culture of collaboration.O

Theparticipantsin the Collaborative Summit made an appraisal of the current breast cancer
landscape hdd frank and open discussionson the current barriers to prevention and cure of
breast cancer; and developed compdling action stepsfor making significant, expedited progress
forward. In additionto the specific gods, the open dialogueamong disparate members of the
breast cancer community isitself breaking barriers and creating anew paradigm for condructive
movement forward towardsinnovaive initiatives, new modds, patnership oppatunities and
potential collaborations

QWorking together with our partners who raise fundsfor breast cancer research is key to our
collective suocessQ said Myra Biblowit, President of The Breast Cancer Research Foundaion.
QWe have different approaches, and somewha different philosophies and programs, butwe are
united in our shared responsbility to fundresearch, our shared demand tha it adheresto the
highest standads and our shared responsbility to ensure that its benefits are trandated to the
clinic, for the patients who need it.O

Severd initid actionitems were developed by consensaus, including:

¥ A "Nationd Breast Cancer Planning Committee” will be formed by key funding agencies,
including American Cancer Society, Avon Founddion, Breast Cancer Research Foundaion,
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, and other key fundes. The Committee will meet periodicaly
to review thebreast cancer landscape and national agendain breast cancer.

¥ Information ongrant awards will be placed into common database by the key funding
agencies to hdp identify gaps, opportunities and overlaps. Oneoptionisto utilize the
Internationd Cancer Research Portfolio for this consolidation of information.

¥ A report to thepublic will bedevelopal by key funding agendes will develop on how
dondionsare expendeal in breast cancer



Larry Norton,MD, Director of Breast Cancer Programs at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center and Scientific Director of The Breast Cancer Research Foundaion, summarized thework
of the Summit asfollows: Orhis Summitisacritical step toward identifying, andyzing, and
eventudly overcoming al the bariers tha stand between where we are now and the eradication
of breast cancer. Theresearchers of our naion and theworld are couning on the united
dedication of organizations govenments, corporations, and individudsto this mission.”
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